
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, March 4, 2015 

Regular Meeting 
 

Minutes 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers, 
75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Commissioners Robert E. Galati and Peter J. Romano, Jr.; Director 
of Recreation David A. Lapreay. 
Excused:  Commissioners Michael T. DeFeo and Albert A. Natelli, Jr.; Assistant Superintendent of Parks 
Michael Manware. 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Romano made a motion to accept the minutes of the February 4, 2015 meeting as 
presented.  Seconded by Commissioner Galati and carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  None. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay reported on the following. 
 
Camps:  He is hoping to start the Playground Camp on June 22, the week after school gets out.  The dates 
may change if there are more snow days.  Online registration will be open starting March 28 and close 
April 10.  After that, if sessions are not filled, registrations will be accepted in the office.  In the past we 
have had different grades in the various sessions.  This year grades 1 to 6 will be able to sign up for any of 
the sessions.  This will make it easier for parents who have children in different grades.  The counselors 
said they can handle it.  Cost for a two-week session is $120 and $60 for one week. Tennis camp will start 
on June 22 with the same instructor from last year.  There is no online registration for the tennis camp. 
 
Kids’ Series:  This free 8-week series is held outside at Recreation Park on Tuesdays from 6-8 pm.  If 
there is inclement weather, they use the pavilion at the drive-in or South End School.  Two one-hour acts 
are performed.  Mr. Lapreay spoke to the individual who books the acts; he would like to get some higher 
end acts if the budget allows. 
 
Slamma Jamma Sports Camps:  Bob Ruderman has had these for years.  They will be at Recreation Park 
for three weeks in July for ages 4 and up.  He will get information to Mr. Lapreay. 
 
Bus trips:  Two sporting events were added - an Old Timers Day at Yankee Stadium and a Yankees-Red 
Sox game at Fenway.  It is through a different tour group called MyFunBus.com.  The trips include a stop 
with lunch provided.  A few people have already signed up.  Other bus trips are still slow. 
 
Music on the Green: Most sponsorships are set.  Mr. Lapreay is trying to get one more for the 15th 
concert.  The series will start May 27 and end September 2.  Next he will be meeting with Jerry Limmer 
about bands.  They attended the annual band event so he is hoping to get some good ones.  The sound 
tech is hired; the company is called Thunder & Lighting.  It will be the same price as last year.  Both 
Dave and Jerry Limmer are very happy with the choice. 
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Soccer field lighting at Recreation Park: This is on hold due to the snow.  It is a waiting game because of 
the weather.  Mr. Lapreay had a meeting last week with the contractor and CL&P.  CL&P will be doing 
the new hookup to the building and that is scheduled. 
 
Community Fishing Program:  Mr. Lapreay has been waiting to hear from the state about this program 
which would allow for stocking.  It is still in process for approval.  DEEP wants to do a free family 
fishing course.  It is a four hour course and will be held on Sunday, March 29, in the Community Room at 
Police Headquarters.  A few people have signed up so far. 
 
Bread for Life would like to provide free lunches, initially for our campers in need, at Recreation Park - 
grab n go lunches.  It would also be opened up to the public.  We may try to do it at the pavilion in the 
summer, Monday through Friday.  We could put a check box on the camp registration form if a parent 
would like their child to receive a free lunch.  Once registration is open, Mr. Lapreay can give Eldon 
Hafford a feel for what campers want.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner Galati said he has worked 
with Bread for Life for years.  They did this at Wheeler Village and wound up with more lunches than 
kids.  He also felt we wouldn’t want to distinguish between who was getting free lunch and who was not.  
Bread for Life would probably need some space in the refrigerator at the pavilion.  Mr. Lapreay will know 
more after registration. 
 
Parks & Rec Logo Status:  Mr. Lapreay said he has not forgotten about this.  He noted, however, that now 
Parks is part of the newly created Public Works Department.  He is not sure if they will have a special 
letterhead; he doesn’t want it to be confusing.  Currently we use the town seal for the Parks & Recreation 
Department letterhead.  The art teachers have not done anything yet, they are waiting to hear from Mr. 
Lapreay; he will wait and see how it pans out.  There is no rush. 
 
Rental Fees for Field Use:  Mr. Lapreay brought this up as a possible future agenda item.  Currently we 
do not charge outside groups to use our fields, just a permit.  Surrounding towns have a fee structure.  He 
thought the board might consider doing so.  Commissioners felt we should investigate.  Mr. Lapreay will 
get some fee information from other communities and bring it back to the board. 
 
Middle School movie:  March 21 will be the first movie night for the middle schools.  It will be at 
Derynoski.  The movie will be Jumanji.  We’ll see how it goes.  Flyers will be handed out at the schools 
and the BOE will do an email blast to parents. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Romano, seconded by Commissioner Galati, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
 
Mr. Manware submitted a written report for the meeting. Commissioners took a few minutes to review it.  
Commissioner Romano asked about the ice rink.  Mr. Lapreay said there have been no complaints.  The 
snow has been cleared fairly quickly.   
 
Other items on the report included: 
Memorial Park Plan.  Drainage outlets are being pursued in comparison to original blueprints of the site.  
Splash pad discussions and options have been well received.  Hope to start the bidding process by end of 
the month.  Recreation Park grove tree management is ongoing.  More than a half dozen red pines were 
dropped last week.  Looking into an urban forestry grant to eventually replant lost trees due to red pine 
scale infestation.  The department addressed six more serious snow and ice storms in February.  Snow 
removal and site line issues along with league building access have also become a priority.  North Main 
Street pear pruning is nearing completion.  The department lent a hand to Community Services and 



3-4-15 Park Board minutes  3 

 

Kristen’s Kloset.  They are always very appreciative.  Two new rack body Ford pickups arrived.  There 

were no other questions on the report. 
 
Commissioner Romano made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks.  
Seconded by Commissioner Galati and carried.   
 
REPORT ON PARKS: No reports. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
1.  Meetings with the Leagues.  Chairman Fasulo said we discussed at the last meeting having the leagues 
come in to meet with the board.  After talking with Mr. Lapreay, he thought the leagues could be split into 
three groups.  He is considering having an early start to the May meeting to accomplish this.  The board 
could then discuss league subsidies with the groups.  It was also discussed at the last meeting regarding 
commissioners attending league meetings.  He would like commissioners to choose which ones they want 
to attend and we can assign whatever is left.  Mr. Lapreay said each commissioner would get two clubs.  
This will be confirmed at the next meeting. 
 
2.  No Smoking Signs.  Mr. Lapreay received 15 signs from the state.  He showed the board a sample.  
We will need more and they will be ordered locally.  Commissioners were pleased with the sign that says, 
“This is a tobacco free zone.” 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Pickle Ball.  Commissioner Galati was approached by an interested party.  It is basically “tennis for 
seniors”.  They use a sort of whiffle ball and a paddle on a regular tennis court but use only half.  Mr. 
Lapreay said he received several calls about it also.  They are looking for courts to be lined up so they can 
play.  Commissioner Galati said they have this in Cheshire and Farmington.  Mr. Lapreay said he will 
look at a court once the snow is gone and get a feel for what would be needed to use the courts at 
Panthorn.  There was some concern that there would be confusion for the regular tennis players.  Perhaps 
different color lines would be used.  Mr. Lapreay will report back to the board when he has more 
information. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Commissioner Galati made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Romano and carried.  The meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


